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   “Off The Air”
   is the official publication of the
Grant County Amateur Radio Club
         Vol. 9 No.3 March 2025

     2025 Officers
President – Bob McFarland - AD9AW
      profbob9949@gmail.com
Vice President – Wayne Williamson – 
KC9QCJ
      kc9qcj@yahoo.com
Secretary – L. B. Nickerson – K9NQW
      k9nqw1979@gmail.com
Treasurer – David Larson – KD9ZZB
      Awc1pastor@verizon.net
Trustee – Kevin McNeely – KB9CRA
      kb9cra@outlook.com

               Newsletter Editor 
L. B. Nickerson – K9NQW
      k9nqw1979@gmail.com
            http;//www.grantarc.net
       Member – Indiana Radio Club Council

The GCARC is an ARRL affiliated club

             
                ARRL Indiana Section Staff:
Section Manager: Bob Burns - AK9R
Assistant Section Manager and Section Traffic Manager:
                 Brian Jenks – W9BGJ
Section Emergency Coordinator: James Moehring - KB9WWM
Assistant SEC: Brent Walls - N9BA
Assistant SEC: Tony Stokes - N9UN
State Government Liason – Dave Spoelstra - N9KT
Public Information Coordinator – Barry Palencer – KC9WMS
Section Youth Coordinator – Andrew Murrey – N9AWM
Technical Special Coordinator – Thomas Busch – WB8WOR
                             http:www.inarrl.org 
                     Section Jobs Description
               http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/ 

The American Radio Relay League
225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111
       or phone (860)594-0200
         or fax (860)594-0303

Grant County ARC Nets
What: 2 Meter Net 
When: Every Sunday Evening
Time: 2030 hrs Local Time
Freq: 146.790- (PL 141.3)
Alternate Freq.  147.195+ (PL 141.3)

What: DMR Net – Indiana Crossroads Net
When: Every Monday Night
Time: 2000 hrs Local Time
Freq: 442.750+ Talkgroups: 8710 and 31189

What:  DMR Net – Indiana Statewide Net
When: Every Tuesday Night
Time:   2000 hrs Local Time
Freq:   442.750+ Talkgroup 3118

What: Dstar Net – Indiana Statewide DStar Net
When: Every Thursday Evening
Time: 2000 hrs Local Time
Freq: 443.400+ {(W9EBN) (Reflector 24b)}

           What:  Grant County RACES Net
           When:  Every 3rd Friday of the month
           Time:  8:00 PM EST
           Freq:  146.790- (PL 141.3) 
                      Talkgroup 31181
                

http://www.GrantARC.org/


Notes from the President



Notes from the Editor

As Bob – AD9AW said in his notes, the February meeting went well.  There were
several members that brought their go boxes to the meeting.  Pictures will be 
shown below.  

Speaking of being prepared, I've also included a recommended list to have
ready as a jump kit.  These jump kits include personal items that you would need
in case you were asked to deploy for a 24 hour or 72 hour deployment.



Members Go Boxes

Charlie's – KA9HDG go box

Justin's – N9LST go box still in the completion stage



Members Go Boxes

Scott's – KC9RAX Go Box



Members Go Boxes

Scott's – K6SJO Go Box

Nick's – K9NQW Go Box still in the completion stage









Skywarn Spotter Training - Madison County
Tuesday, March 12 6:00 – 8:00pm⋅

Anderson University York Performance Hall - 1100 E 5th St., Anderson, IN 46012

Skywarn Spotter Training - Howard County
Saturday, March 23 3:00 – 5:00pm⋅

Eastern Middle/High School
421 S Harrison St, Greentown, IN 46936, USA

Public Spotter Training. Enter through Door 11 and go to Performing Arts Center/Auditorium



  

03/01/25 03/01/2025
Sponsor:  Wells County Radio Club Sponsor:  Hancock County ARC
Time: 08:30 AM (Walk-ins Allowed)             Time: 9:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Rick Allen Velasquez                 Contact: David Kelser  
(765) 348-9322                        (317) 440-8486
Email: ab9hp@yahoo.com Email: kc9urp@hrtc.net
VEC: ARRL/VEC            VEC: ARRL/ VEC
Location: Wells County Public Library  Location: Hancock EMA EOC
2200West Washington Street  640 South Franklin St
Bluffton, IN 46714-1996                Greenfield, IN 46140-9654                

03/03/2025 03/08/2025
Sponsor: Whitley County ARC  Sponsor: Indianapolis Radio Club
Time: 8:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) Time: 12:00 AM (No Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Roger L McEntarfer                     Contact: James Kajder
(260) 503-9008 (505) 228-3704 
Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com Email:  testing@indyradioclub.org
VEC: W5YI VEC VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: On Line            Location: Salvation Army EDS
717 E 400 N         Training Facility
Columbia City, IN 46725-8612                       4020 Georgetown Road

Indianapolis, IN 46254-2407
                     Register / Call Ahead 

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team 
that the exam session is being held. 



  

03/10/2025 03/17/2025
Sponsor: Whitley County ARC  Sponsor:  Whitley County ARC
Time:  8:30 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)         Time: 8:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed) 
Contact: Roger L. Mc Entarfer Contact:  Roger L. Mc Entarfer            
(260) 503-9008 (260) 503-9008 
Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com
VEC: W5YI VEC VEC: W5YI VEC
Location: On Line Location:  On Line 
717 E 400 N  717 E 400 N
Columbia City, IN 46725-8612 Columbia City, IN 46725-8612

03/18/2025 03/24/2025
Sponsor: Anderson Repeater Club Sponsor: Marshall County ARC
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)  Time: 8:00 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)
Contact: Stephen M. Riley Contact:  Richard J. Basham   
(765) 425-4627   (574) 216-6080 
Email: wa9cwe@arrl.net Email: k9ilu@yahoo.com
VEC:  ARRL/VEC            VEC:  Laurel VEC
Location: 200 Delaware Street Location: Cornerstone Church of Aros
Anderson, IN 46016-2238 11525 State Road 10
https;//www.andersonrepeater.club Argos, IN 46501-9519

03/24/2025 03/25/2025
Sponsor: Whitley County ARC Sponsor:  Grant County ARC
Time:  8:30 PM (Walk-ins Allowed)  Time: 5:00 PM (No Walk-ins / Call Ahead)
Contact: Roger L. Mc Entarfer Contact: L B (Nick) Nickerson
(260) 503-9008 (765) 517-1581
Email: rlmcen56@gmail.com Email: k9nqw1979@gmail.com
VEC: W5YI VEC VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: On Line Location: Marion City Hall
717 E 400 N 301 S Branson St
Columbia City, IN 46725-8612 Marion, IN 46952

Website: https://www.grantarc.net

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with 
your VE team that the exam session is being held. 



  

          

Spring Hamfest             
Start Date: 03/22/2025       
End Date: 03/22/2025       
Location: Clay County 4-H Fairgrounds          
6550 North State Road 59        
Brazil, IN 47834       
Website: http://w9uuu.org/hamfest/hamfest_2025.pdf           
Sponsor: Wabash Valley Amateur       

                          Radio Association, Inc       
Type: ARRL Hamfest       
Talk-IN: 146.685 (PL 151.4 Hz)      
Public Contact: Tyler Vandevender - KD9YHO      
13604 S Geneva Hills Road       
Clinton, IN 47842       
Phone: 765-505-9894          
Email: KD9YHO@gmail.com

                



  

    

ContestingContesting

Below is a list for contesting.  This list is from the ARRL.org webpage

March 2024                                    
International DX - Phone      Date: 01-02         
  

Rules can be found at www.arrl.org/contest

Also for other contest that are available go to the above webpage and look under Contest Corral.

    Special Event StationsSpecial Event Stations

Date Name of Special Event Webpage
03/08 to Celebrating Florida's Statehood

https://www.lmars.org/annual-events/w4f-special-event-florida-statehood

03/08 USS Midway launched in 1945 www.qrrz.com/db/ni6iw 

03/09 to Idaho QSO Party (Spud Run)
03/10                            https://www.idahoqsoparty.org

03/14 to PI Day – David Sarnoff Radio Club
03/15 Princeton, NJ n2re.org



  

  

Special Event StationsSpecial Event Stations
Date Name of Special Event Webpage
03/15 Solivita Car Show           https://solivitaradioclub.weebly.com

03/18 to Honoring WII Gunners at Buckingham
03/20 Airfield FMARC.NET

03/21 to Bataan Memorial Death March
03/23 earld7a@gmail.com

03/22 Battle of New Bern Adventure Day www.qrz.com/db/N4B

03/22 Cherry Blossom Special Event Station
https://maconamateurradioclub.wordpress.com

03/22 to The White House Communications
03/29     Agency 83rd Anniversary https://whitehousecomms-arc.org

03/23 to The White House Communications
03/25            Agency 83rd Anniversary https://whitehousecomms-arc.org 

03/29 to 70th Anniversary of the Birmingham Zoo
03-30      www.qrz.com/db/n4ghp

More info on these Special Events Stations go to: 
http://www.arrl.org/special_events/

http://www.arrl.org/special_events/


  

Ham Radio Trader

Items on this page are for sale by hams.  
The following rules will apply for items to be listed on this page.
1. All items must be Amateur Radio related 

Examples: Ham radio gear and computer items.
2. Ads must be submitted by the 15th of the month so that they 
    can be put in the newsletter the following month.

       Example:  Items for the March newsletter must be 
submitted no later then February 15th     

Ads must have the following information.  
Item description, picture of item in jpg form, selling price, 
and email of seller.

You can send your ad to k9nqw1979@gmail.net

For Sale - Example

Icom IC-2720H Transciever
Icom IC-2720H VHF/UHF
Transciever: VHF-144-148 MHz

   UHF-440-450 MHz
Reciver Frequency Coverage:
Left side: 118-550 Mhz, 
Right side: 118-174, 375-850, 910-999.99 MHZ
(less Cellular)
Mode: FM, AM  Memory Channels: 212
Output Power: VHF: 50W, 15W, 5W

      UHF: 35W, 15W, 5W
Power output is selectable
Power Supply Requirement:  13.8V DC
Asking: $220.00
Contact: Nick at k9nqw@yahoo.com



  



  

The Grant County Amateur Radio Club has several pieces
of ham equipment for sale.  The equipment and the prices 
can be found in January's “OFF THE AIR” or on our website -
Grantarc.net.  If you are interested in any of this equipment 
you can contact me at 765-517-1581 or email me at 
k9nqw1979@gmail.com
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